An open letter to the Chancellor of Germany

With a selection of 30 prominent signatures
 

Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel 

Bundeskanzleramt

11044 Berlin

Federal Republic of Germany

Seoul, June 11, 2006

Dear Chancellor Merkel,

 

We, the undersigned, former heads of state and government, leaders of human rights organisations, religious leaders and representatives of civil society wish to sincerely congratulate you on your election as Chancellor of Germany. We are in particular impressed and encouraged by the outspoken stand you have taken on Human Rights matters in general and on Religious Freedom in particular. 

 

We warmly welcome the election of Germany as a member of the new United Nations Human Rights Council and are confident that under your leadership Germany will contribute greatly in helping our troubled world improve global standards of humane treatment and civilized behavior.

 

We also want to congratulate you on the successful opening of the World Cup. May it bring the diverse peoples and nations of the world together in peaceful enjoyment, mutual understanding and respect, demonstrating that Germany is indeed as you said in your opening speech “a modern and lively country open to the entire world”.

 

At such a time we very much regret the necessity of having to raise with you a matter that appears to seriously call in question Germany’s own commitment to the fundamental principle of the rule of law in a democratic society and its adherence to human rights. It has been the subject both of concern within Germany and internationally for some years now.

 

We refer to the refusal of entry to Germany to Dr and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon since 1995. They are the founders of the Unification Church and the Universal Peace Federation and have initiated numerous projects around the world dedicated to the establishment of lasting world peace. 

 

In general terms, we wish to echo the findings of an all party ‘Enquete Commission’ set up by the Bundestag which in 1998 found that religious minorities in Germany (Dr and Mrs Moon’s movement specifically included), present “no danger to society”.

 

We wish to point out that many prominent German experts are questioning the justification of the ban relating to Dr. & Mrs. Moon. Furthermore in October 2005 Britain, a fellow European Union member, decided to lift a ban on Dr. and Mrs. Moon which had been based on almost identical grounds because the courts found it to have “no sound basis”. Many prominent international figures have also called for the ban to be removed. Among these were then U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell and former Secretary of State Alexander Haig. The United Nations (in a report on Germany by its “special rapporteur on religious freedom”) has also called for governmental attitude towards religious minorities to be “strictly neutral and not defamatory or discriminatory”.

 

We are counting on your leadership to remove this obstacle to Dr. & Mrs. Moon visiting Germany. We understand that Mrs. Moon will be visiting Europe from the end of June, and prompt action by you would allow her to include Germany along with other countries in her itinerary. We sincerely and respectfully request you to give this matter your full and immediate attention.

 

Very truly yours,

 

P.S. It seems to us both poignant and ironic that Dr. Moon, who is now 86 years old and also happens to be a great proponent of soccer as an instrument of world peace, cannot as a result of the ban even attend World Cup matches of the Korean soccer team, whose squad contains several players from the club he founded!

 

	Name
	Affiliation
	Signature

	Ejup Ganic
	Bosnia-Herzegovina, President 

(1997 – 2001)
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	Karenga Ramadhan
	Burundi, 

Minister of Communication
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	Sir Allan Kemakeza
	Solomon Islands, Deputy Speaker, National Parliament
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	Nadine Mzomukumda
	Burundi, Member of Parliament
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	Sir Lloyd Erskine Sandifort
	Barbados, Prime Minister 

(1987 - 1994)
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	Sir James Richard Mancham
	Seychelles, Founding President (1976-77)
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	Victor Ciorbea
	Romania, Prime Minister 

(1996-98)
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	Mahendra Pal Chaudhry
	Fiji, Prime Minister 

(1999 – 2000)
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	Hanna Virmati Chaudhry
	Fiji, Wife of M.P. Chaudhry
	[image: image9.png](/L@{/ﬂw /Au// .






	Malimba N. Masheke
	Zambia, Prime Minister 

(1989-91)
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	Jean Bawoyeu Alingue
	Chad, Prime Minister 

(1991-92)
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	John G. Compton
	St. Lucia, Prime Minister 

(1979, 1982-96)
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	Taomati Iuta


	Kiribati, Vice President 

(1991-94)
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	Raila Odinga
	Kenia, Member of Parliament
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	Suthin Nopharet
	Thailand, National Human Rights Commissioner
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	Noble Khan
	Trinidad and Tobago, Member of Parliament
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	Heikki Latvanen
	Finland, ambassador
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	Ghazi Tayyeb
	Jordan, Vice President National Aviation
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	Parmananda Khatiwada
	Bhutan, Human Rights Council
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	Bishop Edson Luiz Campos da Silva
	Brazil, Episcopal Council of the Brazilian Catholic Apostolic Church
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	Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa
	Zimbabwe, Prime Minister (1979)
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	Rev. David A. Hart
	England, Church of Enlgand
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	Muyabo Angelique
	Congo, Member of Parliament
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	Shreekrishna Yadav
	Nepal, Public Service Commission
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	Chernomorez Victor
	Kirgisdan, Director of Presidential Office
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	Hans Kristian Neerskov
	Danmark, Danish Lutheran Church
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	Walid Al-Saqaf
	Yemen, CEO Yemen Times
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	Charles Delnois 
	Belgium, Cap Pour la Liberte de Conscience
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	Jorge A. Lopez Sanchez
	Mexico, Senator
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	Achim Rohde
	Germany, lawyer, city councellor of the city of Neuss
	


PAGE  
1

